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Hitting the High Notes – Issue 55

New Year edition 2005-01-19

A Happy New Year to you all.  Speaking personally I found last Thursday’s rehearsal a struggle. A complete failure to open the instrument case over the Christmas break has led to a severe case of note blindness (looking at a line of music and failing completely to turn it into any action at the fingertips). Out of respect for the hard work that Adam puts in perhaps we could all attempt to prepare for rehearsals by:


Putting in some practice


Always bringing the music back


Being ready to start playing on time

This term is starting with two consecutive rehearsals so don’t be caught out by the rehearsal planned for this Thursday the 20th.  The rest of the term dates are:

February 3rd
February 24th
March 3rd
March 10th
March 17th
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATES AFTER HALF-TERM BREAK

This is a very short term as Easter is early.  We have invited Chris Dixon, conductor emeritus, to return for three guest slots after half term so I hope you will all give him lots of support.   

Music

Our librarian is working very hard to keep things under control but there are a few hitches with tracking down copies.  Whilst getting you to sign for copies may be a step too far, please make every effort to bring back the music if you take it away to practice.  At present we are wasting a lot of rehearsal time trying to find parts and I have a sneaky feeling that some pieces are being left at home or taken by players who are then absent for the next practice.  If you do take music home and can’t get back to the next practice please try to make an arrangement with someone to take the music in for you.  An email or a call to the secretary will find help if you need it. 

Refreshments

We suggested simplifying things at the AGM.  So far there is no permanent home for the refreshment box at Gell but we are working on this.  

Raffle

The raffle just about covers the cost of room hire and will restart at the next rehearsal on Thursday 20th.  It has proved to be a useful addition to funds and I am sure that we can find a range of simply stunning prizes to tempt you this term.  As always this is a voluntary activity. It would be nice to find a Raffle Co-ordinator to keep an eye on things.  If you can help with this tiny task please tell Claire Hopkinson, the treasurer, who will get the proceeds into the orchestra fund for you. 

Financial report

You may recall that this was not available at the AGM so it is attached to this newsletter.  The treasurer will be more than happy to answer any questions, and any serious questions will be put directly to the committee.  Otherwise we shall need to formally adopt the accounts at the next meeting. 

Maggie’s Fund

Ken will have spoken to most of you about raising money for Maggie’s Fund.   I hope that one of our infrequent concerts this year can be for this excellent cause and we will let you know what plans we can come up with. 

Dave Brown

Dave is progressing nicely following his operation before Christmas. We wish him well and hope he is able to rejoin us soon.

Finally, a welcome to any new players.  Just to remind you all, the rules of the orchestra are few, but important.


WACO is for fun


WACO is for playing music together


WACO is sometimes about giving a performance but usually for a good cause and  you are under no pressure to join in.


Always bring your music and stand


Pay your subscription on time (£10 per term/£5 concessions)

Best Wishes

Judi Hayward

