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HITTING THE HIGH NOTES – issue 54

This is a start of term edition from the not editor and not leader.

Firstly I would like to say a big welcome to all our players who have returned for a new term, and a very warm welcome to our new players.  I am especially glad to see some lower strings again:  it makes us feel a lot less precarious up in the upper strings.   Even more strings would be lovely…………

The aims of the orchestra are threefold:  pleasure, playing and improvement, if I’ve got these right.   You may spot from this that the element of performance is not one of our primary aims so I hope that all those of you who are underconfident about playing out loud in public will relax and concentrate on enjoying yourselves.  Having said that we do put on the odd concert from time to time, some odder than others.  These are usually in co-operation with other local musicians and mercifully to quite small audiences.  There is no compulsion to perform, but some of us find it gives us an extra incentive to practice.  

 Our conductor recommends taking the instrument out of its case between rehearsals.  If you want to practice as well that’s fine, just remember to bring the music back to the next rehearsal. 

Improvement

With an eye to improving our own performance and the overall sound we make as an orchestra we have in mind to put on a day’s workshop at some stage during the spring term.  We have done this before and it is well worth it.   One Saturday some time in the new year is looking favourite so please return the reply slip to Denise at the next orchestra meeting so that we can start planning.  

Rules of the Orchestra

There are few of these:


Sign for your music stand and bring it to each rehearsal


Pay your subscription on time (start of term to Claire the treasurer, 

              £10 per term/£5 concessions per term)                                                   


Turn up in time to help with the chairs


Bring your own coffee mug

Money

Our finances are in reasonable shape.  Last year we raised enough money from our raffles to cover the cost of room hire and we would like to do this again this session.  There is no truth to the rumour that there is only one prize which is passed on from rehearsal to rehearsal.  All we ask is that the winner brings along the prize for the next raffle and there is always an emergency prize held in case someone forgets.  The raffles will start again at the next rehearsal and you can rely on there being an unmissable prize to be won. 

I should like to add on a more serious note that this is a voluntary activity and we will respect the wishes of non participants with moral or financial reasons for not joining in.  

Rehearsal dates for this year

Sept 16th,30th     Oct 14th    Nov 4th,18th    Dec 2nd,9th

Jan 13th,20th     Feb 3rd,24th    March 10th,24th 

Apr 14th,28th    May 12th, 26th    June 9th,23rd     July 7th,21st 
EDITOR

Hitting the High Notes has been an important way of getting information around the orchestra almost since it was started.  I think it still has a very useful role to play and we now need one of you to take over as editor and keep things running.  One edition a term is probably enough, or more if things get really exciting.  This one doesn’t count!   Volunteers please see Denise at the next rehearsal. 

Best wishes

Judi Hayward

