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Hitting The High Notes

AGM

The AGM was held at the end of October. Pete presented the Joint Chair’s Report and Claire the Financial Report. Both were adopted. Mark Johnston-Smith was welcomed as a new committee member. Pete and Sue stepped down from their role as Joint Chair so the position is now vacant. Please consider whether or not you could take on this role as the position needs to be filled quickly. A big thank you to Pete and Sue for their Joint Chairship, during which WACO has taken some giant steps forward, and also to Ken who has stepped down as librarian after many years of organising and storing WACO’s music. Mark is to be the new librarian.

AWARDS FOR ALL GRANT

Dave has sent in the closing report detailing how our grant has been spent. They are extremely pleased that the grant has been so successful in enabling the orchestra to develop through extra publicity, the workshop day, increased membership, purchasing of music and stands and the services of professional conductors.

SUBS

The new method of paying subs (£10 per term/£5 concessions) at the start of each term is working well. Please remember to pay again after Christmas.

CONDUCTOR CHANGE

After many years of great support Chris Dixon has been “released” from his position of regular conductor with WACO. We would like to thank him very much for all his time and effort and hope that he will keep in touch – maybe conducting occasionally or playing (did I hear a violin mentioned?!!). Chris has been invited to the Christmas “do” on Dec 11th when we hope to present him with a thank you gift.

Adam Green is now conducting WACO. He is with us until at least Easter and hopefully (subject to a successful grant application enabling WACO to pay him!) much longer.

Adam has sent this message:-

Hello to all players and supporters of WACO. I am very pleased to be working with the orchestra this season and I am looking forward to playing a variety of music over the coming months.

I have just graduated from the University of Sheffield with an English Literature and Music degree. My other musical commitments include conducting posts with Hathersage Choir, the Sheffield-based Cantores Chamber Choir and brass bands at Darley Dale and Dronfield.

CHRISTMAS

Dec 11th rehearsal will stop playing at 9pm to be followed by the presentation to Chris and then “eats and drinks”. Please bring a few sharable snacks/finger foods. WACO will provide the drinks. ‘Hope to see you all.

On the subject of drinks – many thanks to Rosie and Alison who keep us well supplied each rehearsal!!

CAROLS

If anyone knows of, or wishes to participate in, a secular carol singing/playing session, perhaps for charity, please contact Sue Quick ( sue_quick@yahoo.co.uk or 01629 823435 evenings). The location can be adapted to participants, preferably just before or after the winter solstice. Religious carols permitted so long as the participants wish them to be. 

CONCERT

WACO has been invited to play during a concert organised by Lynn Dean (AGS music teacher). This will take place in the school hall on Thursday 5th Feb 2004. We have booked two extra rehearsals to enable WACO to prepare for this – DEC 4th and JAN 29th. Please let Denise/Adam/Sue know if you are not able to play on Feb 5th.

TERM DATES

A reminder of term dates until Summer 2004
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Jan 22nd, 29th
Feb 5th, 26th
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April 22nd
May 6th, 20th
Jun 10th, 24th
Jul 8th, 15th
WANTED

Second hand C clarinet  (simple system) for playing eastern European music.

Contact Sue Quick (as above).
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